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Reports of  Vaping Deaths Change Opinions

Student usage and opinion 
regarding vaping has shif ted 
f rom what it was two years 
ago due to federal government 
invest igat ion and research. 

Last year, repor ts of e-ciga-
ret te, or vaping, product use-
associated lung injury (EVA-
LI) f rom the CDC prompted 
government invest igat ion 
and nat ional press coverage, 
br inging at tent ion to the r ise 
in student vaping and the dan-
gers of e-cigaret tes. 

As of Febr uary 4, 2 ,758 cas-
es of EVALI have been repor t-
ed to the CDC, with sixty-four 
conf i rmed deaths. 15% of the 
conf i rmed cases were under 
eighteen. 

According to an anony-
mous survey of 135 students 
conducted by the Sword and 

Shield , 71% say that because 
of the recent deaths and in-
jur ies associated with vapes, 
they are less l ikely to vape. 

As a result of the repor ts of 
these vaping-related injur ies, 
some students, such as junior 
Kimia Javaherneshan ,  a re 
concerned for thei r peers who 
cont inue to vape. 

“I’m less l ikely to vape 
because I know people with 
nicot ine addict ion and I see 
how much it takes over thei r 
l ives,” Javaherneshan said. 
“I’m so concerned for al l of 
my f r iends who suffer f rom 
this issue and especial ly be-
cause of al l of the injur ies and 
deaths I’m even more wor-
r ied.”

The survey also asked stu-
dents to rate the sever ity of the 
d r ug use and vaping issue on 
campus on a scale of 1-5, with 
one being not a problem and 
f ive being a severe problem. 
66.7% of students f rom this 

year’s survey, compared with 
74.2% of respondents f rom the 
2018 survey, rated the issue of 
vaping a 3 or h igher.  

On the other hand, 73% of 
students have seen other stu-
dents using e-cigaret tes on 
campus, an increase f rom 
2018, where 66% of students 
had seen others exper iment-
ing with any k ind of d r ug on 
campus. 

“I not ice vaping in the gi rls’ 
bath room pret ty f requently,” 
senior I lana Cohen  said. “I’d 
f i rst smell a st rong chemical 
odor and then see mult iple 
people crowded into the larger 
stal ls.” 

Federal and California state 
law prohibits the sale or use of 
any tobacco products, which 
include products that contain 
nicot ine such as some elec-
t ronic cigaret tes, to persons 
under 21 years of age. Howev-
er, minors are al lowed to pos-
sess n icot ine-f ree vapor izing 

devices.  
In addit ion to these feder-

al and state laws, over sixty 
California cit ies and count ies 
have al ready implemented re-
st r ict ions on the sale and use 
of f lavored e-cigaret tes in 
response to the increases in 
EVALI cases and incidences 
of student vaping nat ionwide, 

with San Francisco having al-
ready implemented a ful l ban 
on the sale of e-cigaret tes 
(Febr uary 6). 

Following th is t rend, I rvine 
City Council has also recently 
acted to reduce youth vaping 
by draf t ing an ordinance that 
gives the I rvine Police De-
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New city policies will attempt to tackle the nationwide vaping youth problem

A vast majority of Uni students (72.6%) have witnessed at least 
one instance of e-cigarette use during school hours

IUSD Prepares Coronavirus Response

By TANVI BARGAJE 
and CAITLYN L.J. KIM

Staff  Writers

IUSD off icials are develop-
ing emergency measures to be 
implemented in the event of an 
outbreak of coronavirus in the 
local I rvine area.

IUSD Super intendent Terry 
Walker raised the possibility of 
switching the dist r ict’s students 
to Emergency Distance Learn-

ing (EDL), or online learning if 
an emergency school shutdown 
were to occur due to the out-
break of the COVID-19 virus, 
more commonly known as the 
coronavirus, in an email sent to 
members of the dist r ict on Feb-
ruary 27. A follow-up email pro-
viding more updated informa-
tion was released on March 10.

“Our planning effor ts are 
geared toward a wide range of 
options for safely serving stu-
dents that could include Blend-
ed and/or online learning in the 
event of an emergency,” Walker 
said in his email. “IUSD will 

continue to develop plans, as 
par t of our normal preparedness 
effor ts, and our staff will ac-
count for any new developments 
related to COVID-19.” 

UHS administ rat ion has also 
continued to develop their re-
sponse to a potential dist r ict-
wide shutdown, convening a 
meeting with Pr incipal Kevin 
Astor, the vice pr incipals, and 
depar tment heads in at tendance 
to discuss the school’s EDL 
plan on March 11.

Any off icial news regarding 
a switch to EDL or the likeli-
hood of a dist r ict shutdown will 
come through a dist r ict-wide 
announcement. More informa-
tion will be published through 
the dist r ict website on Monday, 
which can be found at ht tps://
i u s d . o r g /c o v i d -19 - r e s o u r c e -
page.

“We are keeping the possible 
effects of COVID-19 in the back 
of our minds, along with plan-
ning for the possibility of mov-
ing classes online though Emer-
gency Distance Learning. EDL 
is the procedure for all emer-
gency situations, not just l im-
ited to COVID-19,” Assistant 
Pr incipal Matt Pate said.

Orange County health of-
f icials had declared the coro-
navirus a health emergency on 

March 10. The WHO declared 
the coronavirus to be a pandem-
ic on March 11, signifying that 
a global outbreak of the disease 
had occur red.

According to the website of 
the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC), schools should deter-
mine if, when, and for how long 
childcare programs or schools 
may need to be dismissed in the 
case of a community outbreak. 

If schools are dismissed 
they  are advised to temporar-
ily cancel ext racur r icular group 
activit ies and large events, 
discourage students and staff 
f rom gather ing or socializing 
anywhere, ensure continuity of 
education, ensure continuity of 
meal programs, and consider al-
ternatives for providing essen-
t ial medical and social services 
for students.

The Orange County Health 
Care Agency (OCHCA) requires 
that anyone who has been to 
China in the last four teen days 
be quarantined and monitored 
by public health off icials, in-
cluding students- who should be 
excused f rom school dur ing that 
t ime. 

There are two active cases of 
coronavirus in Orange County, 
including three possible cases 
that are undergoing investiga-

t ion according to Santa Ana 
public health off icials. In Cali-
fornia there have been 177 cas-
es of coronavirus, with  three 
deaths, according to Johns Hop-
kins University Center for Sys-
tems Science and Engineer ing, 
while in the U.S. there have been 
a total of 1,209 cases and thir ty-
seven deaths repor ted by local 
and state agencies. Neighboring 
college UC Irvine has made the 
switch to online classes, and has 
recommended that its staff work 
f rom home if possible.

President Donald Trump ad-
dressed the nation f rom the Oval 
Off ice on March 11, announcing 
the government would tempo-
rar ily suspend t ravel to Europe, 
and provide f inancial suppor t 
for small businesses and indi-
viduals affected by the virus.

IUSD health guidelines rec-
ommend that students should 
stay home when they are sick, 
cover their mouth and nose 
when sneezing or coughing, 
wash their hands when neces-
sary, and avoid people who are 
already sick.

Astor st ressed that the admin-
ist rat ion did not want to promote 
panic or speculat ion among the 
student body. 

“It is one of those tough situ-
at ions,” Astor said.

District to release information Monday following meeting of  school principals

District resources regarding the coronavirus and its effects on 
schools can be found at https://iusd.org/covid-19-resource-page.
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Ms. Ozoa to Retire After 18 Years at Uni

Ms. Teresa Ozoa ,  an Eng-
lish teacher who has been 
par t of the UHS family since 
2001, will be celebrat ing her 
last year teaching this year. 

She is cur rently teaching 
ERWC (Expository Reading 
& Writ ing Course) and Writ-
ing Across Genres. Several 
teachers have been t rained 
in ERWC and have been 
shadowing her course, and 
are prepared to take over 
these sect ions as she ret i res.

In her 18 years at UHS, 
Ozoa has taught a var iety of 
English courses. 

“In order f rom 9th to 12th 
grade, I have taught English 
2CP and English 2H (for-
mer level lead), English 3CP 
(former level lead) and AP 
Lang, Contemporary Stud-
ies in Language and Lit (a 
course I created pr imar ily 
as an elect ive for English 
learners), Writ ing Across 
the Genres (a course I creat-
ed as a core junior CP class 
with no Br it ish l it),  English 
4CP and ERWC,” Ozoa said.

Ozoa is also well-known 
across campus for her prof i-
ciency with technology. She 
teaches tech workshops reg-

ularly for the induct ion pro-
gram that new teachers must 
go th rough, and is a Google 
Cer t if ied Innovator that has 
presented at EdTech confer-
ences. 

“[Ozoa has] alway been on 
the cut t ing edge of br ing-
ing in new technology, new 
aspects of technology and 
suppor t ing other teachers,” 
ELD Coordinator Ms. Freya 
Remmer  said.

In an email to UHS staff, 
Ozoa discussed her plans for 
ret i rement. 

“I am looking forward 
with great ant icipat ion to 
being able to t ravel with my 
husband,” Ozoa said. “It’s 
bit tersweet because I re-
ally enjoy what I do at Uni. 
I love the students, the staff 
is incredible. So I know it’l l 
be a big change and I’l l miss 
it a lot.”

Ozoa’s colleagues remem-
ber her as a valued f r iend 
and indispensable colleague 
dur ing her t ime at UHS. 

“Having personally be-
come f r iends with Mrs. 
Ozoa, she’s a very delight-
ful person - l ike she always 
goes to anime convent ions, 
which is just fun hear ing 
about it and you know en-
joying her outside l ife is 
very vivacious and excit-
ing,”   Remmer said. “So I’l l 
miss hear ing about some of 
that and I’l l keep up with 
her on Facebook.”

Students view Ozoa as 
an approachable and open-
minded teacher, as someone 
who they could rely on and 
always nur tured learning. 

“[I will miss] her f r iendly 
and nice personality,” senior 
Aryn Press  said. “She’s re-
ally understanding and al-
ways will ing to have a con-
versat ion.”

“I really appreciate how 
she was an abst ract thinker,” 
senior Lily Krongold ,  a stu-
dent of Ozoa this year, said. 
“She always encouraged us 
to think outside the box and 
cr it ically about different 
topics.”

One student in her ERWC 
class, senior Branton Lu-
cas ,  recalls her unique 
teaching style as a memo-
rable and devoted educator.

“She’s a br ight inspir ing 
woman. She’s helped me de-
velop a 3D perspect ive when 
it comes to making an as-
sumption. Every single day 
for two years we as a class 
would work on this warm up 
named ‘Baby Animal’. At 
f i rst I was naive and con-
fused but slowly I t r usted it 
and saw what it helped me 
with,” Lucas said. “I can’t 
thank her enough for that 
si l ly but effect ive way of 
learning.” 

Her students, colleagues, 
and f r iends wish her the best 
in her future endeavors. 

“Mrs. Ozoa has been a col-
league and f r iend for almost 

two decades to me,” English 
teacher Ms. Christ ine King, 
who is a close colleague of 
Ozoa, said. “I wish for her a 
long and healthy ret i rement 
spending t ime with her own 
family af ter years of spend-
ing t ime with her Uni fam-
ily. Students and staff al ike 
will cer tainly miss her.”

“I hope whatever she has 
in store for the future she 

goes far because I know for 
a fact she has al l the tools to 
do any thing in this l ifet ime. 
When she reads this or if she 
reads this I would l ike to let 
her know that she’s made 
one of the biggest impacts 
in my l ife, I would’ve never 
known in a mill ion years it 
was her,” Lucas said. “I’m 
blessed and honored to say 
that she was my teacher.”

Students, faculty, and staff have expressed their gratitude towards 
Mrs. Ozoa ahead of her retirement at the end of the school year.

By CARLY ZHOU
Staff  Writer

Government Reports of  Vaping 
Deaths Change Student Opinions
par tment the abil ity to con-
f iscate f lavored tobacco prod-
ucts f rom minors. 

“The negat ive impacts as 
repor ted in 1,888 cases of 
elect ronic n icot ine del ivery 
systems related-lung i l lnesses 
and deaths could also be expe-
r ienced in the City if f lavored 
tobacco products … were al-
lowed to cont inue without 
proper regulat ions in place”, 
the ordinance stated. “It is 
necessary to adopt regulat ions 
of the use of f lavored tobacco 
products to protect the pub-
l ic against potent ial negat ive 
health, safely [sic], and wel-
fare impacts.”

Previously, I rvine law only 
prohibited the sale of f lavored 
tobacco products; however, 
with th is ordinance, the use of 
f lavored tobacco products by 
minors is prohibited, and thus 
can be enforced th rough con-
f iscat ion.  

For f i rst t ime offenders, the 
ordinance has also created 
an opt ion for the offender to 
par t icipate in a City-approved 
educat ional tobacco diversion 
program, which upon comple-
t ion wil l d ismiss the inf rac-

t ion. 
Council Member Ms. Far-

rah Khan ,  who along with 
Mayor Pro Tempore Anthony 
Kuo requested that I rvine City 
Council d raf t the ordinance, 
said that par t of th is ordi-
nance was to help k ids make 
the r ight choices.

“We real ly want to use th is 
as a way to educate our youth 
about the dangers of vaping 
and we hope that we can get 
them to make the r ight deci-
sions,” Khan said.

The ordinance does not 
give the IPD power to conf is-
cate f lavored tobacco prod-
ucts f rom minors on school 
g rounds because minors at 
school are under the adminis-
t rat ion’s ju r isdict ion. Howev-
er, consequences for vaping at 
UHS include a rehabil itat ion 
program similar to that the 
ordinance proposes, the IUSD 
Tobacco Cessat ion Program.

“For your f i rst offense we 
get you in a tobacco aware-
ness program which is once a 
month, one day a week, four 
hours total ,” Vice Pr incipal 
Mr. Kris Kough  said. “Our 
consequences appear to be 

paral lel.” 
Other consequences, ac-

cording to the Trojan Code of 
Conduct , include parent con-
tact , a mark on the student’s 
permanent record, refer ral to 
the IPD, and a 3-day suspen-
sion for subsequent offenses. 

Some students agree with 
the ordinance, such as junior 
Zaman Merchant .

“I agree on there being [an 
opt ion of tak ing] a remedia-
t ion course because it’s going 
to give people a second chance 
to rethink thei r act ions,” Mer-
chant said.

This ordinance was d raf ted 

on January 28, and wil l be 
voted on for a second t ime on 
an unspecif ied date. 

The vaping epidemic 
and EVALI cases have also 
prompted rapid responses 
f rom the federal government. 

On December 20, the gov-
ernment passed a law prohib-
it ing the sale of tobacco and 
e-cigaret tes to anyone under 
21 in order to curb e-cigaret te 
use, and on Febr uary 6, a na-
t ionwide ban on f lavored e-
cigaret te products took effect , 
with al l car t r idge and pod f la-
vors being banned except for 
menthol and tobacco. 

Continued from front page 

ERWC and Writing Across Genres to be continued by different teachers

Most UHS students’ opinions (54.9%) have been affected by the 
recent dangerous health effects vaping has been found to cause.


